
                                         FIAI President's Update 2015 

 

Greetings and welcome to my first article as FIAI President 2015/16. 

I believe I am fortunate to take up post at a time when the FIAI is gaining strength, 
not only in terms of increasing membership but also in the range of potential benefits 
that membership brings. I therefore look forward to a busy and rewarding year as 
your president. 

Following on from our successful ATC 2015 in April (see review of conference in 
separate article soon) the FIAI executive committee met on the 3 June. The 
committee is now eleven strong and includes two new posts in the form of a training 
officer (Eamon Gallagher NIFRS) and a website liaison officer (Eva McKiernan IFIC). 

Eamon intends to enrol on the next IAAI CFI-Trainer course provided by the UK-AFI. 
On completion, it is envisaged that he will then become the point-of-contact / adviser 
for any FIAI member who is interested in obtaining CFI certification. In my opinion, 
the acquisition of CFI certification by as many FIAI members as possible (at 
whatever level is appropriate) should be a major objective of our organisation. 
Eamon can be contacted on eamon.gallagher@nifrs.org. 

As website liaison officer, Eva will provide a link between the FIAI committee / 
membership and the FIAI webmaster (Alan Finn, Irish Fire Services) to ensure that 
our website is current and informative. I would therefore take this opportunity to urge 
FIAI members to submit a much greater number of website articles - this is our forum 
so please "live, learn and pass it on". Eva can be contacted on emckiernan@ific.ie               
As members of the FIAI we also, of course, have access to the UK-AFI website. 

I would also welcome Fergal Leonard to the FIAI committee as our new membership 
secretary. Fergal can be contacted on Fergal.Leonard@nifrs.org.  

In closing, on behalf of the FIAI committee, I wish to record huge thanks to Karen 
Hayes who has recently stepped down after seven years service as treasurer. Karen 
also played a major part in the organisation of our ATC events and will be greatly 
missed. 

       

         Dennis McAuley          
          FIAI President                
          14 June 2015 


